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This lecture investigates infectious diseases in early eighteenth-century Dublin 

through the prism of the library of Dr Edward Worth (1676-1733), an early eighteenth-

century Dublin physician. The lecture will examine Worth’s plague collection, along 

with other contemporary printed sources, to explore what was known about the 1720 

Marseille plague in Dublin and how Dublin society reacted to it. The lecture will also 

examine other infectious diseases, such as smallpox and tuberculosis, not only in the 

context of Worth’s own collecting, but also in the broader context of the Dublin book 

trade in the early decades of the eighteenth century. 

 

All Welcome, particularly students 
 

(This event is free, but registration is required at: www.rami.ie and 

click on the event link) 


